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Cook Islands – Tropical Cyclone Pat

The response to Cyclone Pat is being led by the Cook Islands Government with New Zealand support and close coordination. 

Tropical Cyclone Pat (Category Three) struck the Cook Islands in the early hours of Wednesday 10 February 2010, causing significant damage to Aitutaki (population 1,671).  Prime Minister Jim Marurai immediately declared a state of disaster and established an Emergency Operation Centre on the island.
The same day, Cook Islands Government officials and Cook Islands Red Cross staff travelled to Aitutaki to conduct a rapid assessment of the situation.  Preliminary information suggests that almost 70 families have been displaced but are being accommodated with friends and family, or in temporary shelters.  Houses, water tanks, trees and crops suffered widespread damage.  Fortunately the hospital, school and wharf were not seriously affected, and there were no fatalities or major injuries.  Communications were disconnected temporarily, but restored quickly.
Tents, tarpaulins and emergency kits (supplied by Cook Islands Red Cross and NZAID) have been distributed to provide shelter and water.  Communities and villages swiftly began the clean-up, while local workers have steadily been restoring power and water supplies.  
On Sunday 14 February New Zealand received a formal request for assistance from the Cook Islands Government.  
On Monday 15 February a C-130 Hercules, fully stocked with relief supplies such as family tents, generators, chainsaws and water purification tablets and a team of New Zealand Defence Force personnel on board (including electricians, engineers and a plumber) arrived in Rarotonga. 
 On Tuesday 16 February, the C-130 arrived on Aitutaki. The Hercules spent two days flying between Rarotonga and Aitutaki delivering further relief supplies, heavy machinery to assist with the clean-up, and a Red Cross water treatment unit to ensure safe water for the community. 
The NZDF C-130 Hercules left Rarotonga on Thursday 18 February to return to New Zealand at the request of the Cook Islands Government as there are no further urgent transport tasks that need to be completed.  
NZDF personnel will stay on in Aitutaki to complete relief tasks.

The New Zealand and Cook Islands Government are liaising closely to determine more clearly the extent of damage and needs on Aitutaki and how best these can be met.  
New Zealand and the Cook Islands will discuss longer-term rebuilding and recovery requirements.
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