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Community information

Tropical Cyclone Rene – Tonga
The response to Cyclone Rene is being led by the Tongan Government with New Zealand support and close coordination. 
Tropical Cyclone Rene (at its peak a Category Four) formed early on Friday 12 February 2010 (NZT) over the Northern Cook Islands. Travelling southwest, Cyclone Rene skirted past Niue, Western and American Samoa. The Cyclone struck the Northern islands of Tonga in the early hours of Sunday 14 February 2010, affecting the Tongatapu Group in the early evening of Monday 15 February 2010.
The Tongan Government and the National Emergency Management Office rapidly mobilised and convened the National Emergency Coordination Committee to respond to the Cyclone. The relief assessment operation is now in full motion.
Tongan Government officials and Red Cross staff have completed damage assessments throughout the Tongatapu, Vava’u and Ha’apai Groups, and a good picture of Rene’s impact is emerging.
The assessments, and other information received, suggest the damage is not as significant as it could have been given the strength of Cyclone Rene. 
There has been limited damage to housing, and those families whose houses are uninhabitable (a very small numbers) are being accommodated by family and friends, or in temporary shelters. 
Crops (root plantations and fruit trees) have sustained considerable damage. Full assessments of the impact of the cyclone on agriculture will be undertaken over the coming days. 
The sheer impact of the wind velocity from the eye of the cyclone has caused major damage to low-voltage power lines throughout the country and broke a large number of poles in the outer islands. Work is underway to restore these as quickly as possible.
Hospitals, schools, wharves and airports were not seriously affected, and there were no fatalities or major injuries.  Businesses and government agencies promptly reopened. Communications on the Tongatapu, Vava’u and Ha’apai groups were disconnected but are being restored quickly.  
Tents, tarpaulins and emergency kits (supplied by Red Cross and the NZAID programme) have been distributed throughout Tonga. If they are not required  the supplies will be pre-positioned by the Red Cross for future use.  
Local communities have assisted with the clean-up and roads were quickly cleared of debris.  
Following a formal request for assistance from the Tongan Government 12 chainsaws were sent to Tonga to assist the Tongan Defence Service to continue to clear fallen trees.
The New Zealand and Tongan Governments are liaising closely to determine more clearly the extent of damage and requirements of the Kingdom of Tonga and how these can best be met.  
New Zealand is coordinating with France and Australia (under the FRANZ arrangement) and can provide further emergency supplies and assistance if needed.

Once we receive a full assessment of the damage, New Zealand and Tonga will discuss longer-term rebuilding and recovery needs.
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