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IN-CONFIDENCE 

IN-CONFIDENCE 

11 May 2026 

 

 

 

 

Tālofa lava , 

 

RESPONSE TO AN OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT REQUEST (REF: DOIA035-2025/26) 

 

On 2 April 2026, you contacted the Ministry for Pacific Peoples (the Ministry) requesting under 

the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), information relating to ASB Polyfest 2026. I have outlined  

your specific request and my response below. 

 

This is an information act request inquiring into support for ASB Polyfest 2026. We request the 

following: 

 

1. The total funding provided to the event (GST inclusive). 

 

The total funding provided to the ASB Polyfest 2026 event (GST inclusive) was $69,000.00 which 

includes $9,000.00 in GST. 

 

2. Any documentation, emails or other information showing the justification for this funding. 

 

Please see Appendices 1–3, which include the sponsorship letter, relevant email 

correspondence, committee discussions, and approval documentation that together outline the 

justification for funding ASB Polyfest 2026. 

 

3. Any contract signed with ASB Polyfest setting out the terms of the agreement. 

 

Please refer to Appendix 4, which contains the signed Contract for Services with the Polyfest 

Trust (2026 ASB Polyfest), setting out the terms of the agreement. 

 

 

s9(2)(a)
s9(2)(a)
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4. Any document, emails or other information setting out perks of sponsorship (branding, free 

tickets, stalls).  

 

Please see Appendices 5–6 which consists of documents, emails and other information setting 

out perks of sponsorship (branding, free tickets, stalls). 

 

Some information has been withheld under the OIA pursuant to: 

• Section 9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons 

• Section 9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 

frank expression of opinions   

 

I am satisfied that there are no other public interest considerations that render it desirable to make  

the information withheld under section 9 of the OIA available.  

 

In line with standard OIA practice, the Ministry proactively publishes some responses to OIA 

requests. As such, this letter may be published on the Ministry for Pacific Peoples’ website. Your 

personal details will be removed, and the Ministry will not publish any information that would 

identify you or your organisation. Should you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel 

free to contact the Ministry at: oia requests@mpp.govt.nz 

 

If you are dissatisfied with this response, you have the right, under section 28(3) of the OIA, to 

seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make a complaint 

is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 

 

 

Ia manuia 

 
 

 
 
Danilo Coelho de Almeida 
Acting Deputy Secretary 
Commissioning & Partnerships 
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IN-CONFIDENCE 

IN-CONFIDENCE 

Acting Deputy Secretary to Complete 

☐ Approved ☐ Declined ☐ Noted ☐ Needs change

Acting Deputy Secretary feedback and 

actions arising from the advice 

………………………………………………… 

Danilo Coelho de Almeida 

Acting Deputy Secretary, Commissioning & Partnerships 

Date:9 January 2026 

Purpose 

4. This Memo provides information for the Sponsorship Panel to consider funding the Pacific

Language Speech Competition at the 2026 ASB Polyfest Festival. Sponsorship would

reinforce the Ministry’s commitment to Pacific languages and cultural engagement.

Background 

5. ASB Polyfest is the world’s largest Pacific festival, showcasing cultural performances and

speeches by Auckland secondary students.

6. In 2025, Polyfest marked its 50th anniversary with legacy projects including a book,

documentary, and Gala Awards evening.

7. The Ministry contributed $60,000 to support the speech competition and anniversary

celebrations.

8. Following the Polyfest, the Secretary for Pacific Peoples met with the Trust to discuss

funding challenges caused by reduced sponsorship and government support. The Ministry

subsequently funded $20,000 for a Fundraising Strategy report to help the Trust develop a

sustainable sponsorship model.

9. The Fundraising Strategy report was shared with the Ministry on 18 November 2025 and

subsequently circulated to the Executive Leadership Team (ELT) via email.

ASB Polyfest Funding Strategy report - key findings 

10.

11.OUT OF SCOPE
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Ministry sponsorship support for Polyfest 

17. The Polyfest aligns with Ministry priorities in youth development, partnerships, community

engagement, and Pacific language revitalisation. Previous funding supported:

18. four Pacific language speech competitions on the Cook Islands, Samoan, Niue and Tongan

stages.

19. branding as “Ministry for Pacific Peoples Speech Competition.”

20. provision of prizes and reporting on participation and impact.

21. The Ministry also provided judges’ names, speech topics for the four stages and

translations.

22. Since 2018, the Ministry provided over $387,000 (on average $48,379 a year) towards the

Trust and Polyfest Festival including $60,000 for the 50th anniversary celebration in 2025.

23. The Trust applied for the Pacific Languages Community Fund, and the outcome was

unsuccessful.

24 s9(2)(g)(i)
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Key Risks 

25. The new investment model (80:20 Legacy Network) may face limited uptake, impacting

festival delivery. Public expectation for Ministry support remains high, despite reduced

government funding. Sponsorship for the 2026 speech competition and/or approval of the

Trust’s Community Fund application would help mitigate these risks.

Next steps 

26. Although the Fundraising Strategy report has been received, the Trust still needs to

undertake further work to secure sponsorship for the 2026 Polyfest Festival. While this

process continues in the background, Ministry may approve funding of up to $60,000 for the

2026 speech competition, consistent with last year’s amount.

27. A due diligence document is available to support the sponsorship process (refer to

Appendix 2).

28. If funding is approved, a contract for service will be developed and signed by the Ministry

and the Trust.
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Auckland 

9 Ronwood Ave, Manukau 

PO Box 97005, 

South Auckland Mail Centre 2240 

P: 09 265 3200 

Wellington National Office 

Level 7, Te Iho, 1 Bowen Street, 

Wellington, 6011 

PO Box 833, Wellington 6143 

P: 04 473 4493 

Christchurch 

Level 1, BNZ Centre 

120 Hereford St 

Private Bag 4741, 

Christchurch 8011 

9 February 2026 

Sponsorships Manager 
ASB Polyfest Trust and Black Sei Productions 

Attention: Christine Nurminen 

letter sent by email: sponsorship@asbpolyfest.co.nz 

Malo e lelei Christine, 

SPONSORSHIP – 2026 ASB POLYFEST 

Thank you for your email of 15 October 2025. 

The Ministry has considered its support for the 2026 ASB Polyfest festival, and I am pleased to 

advise that funding of $60,000.00 excluding GST, has been approved to support the Pacific 

languages speech competition and the event overall. 

A contract for services will be prepared for your consideration. Lua’ipouomalo Michael Savelio 

(michael.savelio@mpp.govt.nz) will be in touch shortly, to progress the contract development and 

payment process. 

The sponsorship is conditional upon: 

• submission of a tax invoice

• submission of a report within 10 working days following the event outlining the overall

judgement of success of the event and any critical issues

 to Silone Faoagali at silone.faoagali@mpp.govt.nz. 

Please find below the link to the Ministry’s logo and related information for promotional use. 

MPP Logos + Guidelines.zip  

You’re welcome to send us posters or resources to help promote the event. 

Cont’d/… 
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In the meantime, please confirm your acceptance of the sponsorship and conditions outlined 

on the previous page by signing below and returning a copy to silone.faoagali@mpp.govt nz 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Silone Faoagali. 

We wish you all the very best for a successful event. 

Faka’apa’apa atu 

Danilo Coelho de Almeida 
Acting Deputy Secretary, Commissioning & Partnerships 

Acceptance of the conditions of sponsorship by ASB Polyfest Trust and Black Sei 

Productions 

CHRISTINE NURMINEN DATE 
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GMC Form 1 Crown for SERVICES (3rd Edition: Version 3.1) – modified by MPP 

1 
 13854439.2 

Contract for Services

The Parties 

The Buyer: 

Ministry for Pacific Peoples (MPP) 

NZBN 9429041908914 

Level 7, 1 Bowen Street, Wellington 6011, New Zealand 

P O Box 833, Wellington 6140 

and 

The Supplier: 

The Polyfest Trust 

P.O.Box 72 080, Papakura, Auckland 2244 

sponsorship@asbpolyfest.co.nz ; director@asbpolyfest.co.nz 

The Contract 

Agreement 

The Buyer appoints the Supplier to deliver the Services described in this Contract and the 

Supplier accepts that appointment. This Contract sets out the Parties' rights and obligations. 

Parts of this Contract 

The documents forming this Contract are: 

1. Contract Details: This section

2. Schedule 1: Description of Services

3. Schedule 2: Standard Terms and Conditions GMC Form 1 SERVICES | Schedule 2 (3rd

Edition: version 3.1) available at: GMC Form 1 Crown SERVICES | Schedule 2 (3rd

Edition version 3.1) (procurement.govt.nz)

4. Any other attachments described at Schedule 1.

How to read this Contract 

• Together the above documents form the whole Contract

• Any Supplier terms and conditions do not apply

• Clause numbers refer to clauses in Schedule 2

• Words starting with capital letters have a special meaning. The special meaning is stated in

the Definitions section at the end of Schedule 2.REL
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2 
 13854439.2 

Acceptance 

In signing this Contract each Party acknowledges that it has read and agrees to be bound by it 

and agrees to it being executed in electronic form, being electronically signed in accordance 

with sections 222 to 227 of the Contract and Commercial Law Act 2017. 

Signed for and on behalf of the Ministry for 

Pacific Peoples by its authorised signatory: 

Signed for and on behalf of the Supplier 

by its authorised signatory: 

_________________________________ 

(signature) 

_________________________________ 

(signature) 

Name: Danilo Coelho de Almeida Name: Seiuli Terri Leo-Mauu 

Position: Deputy Secretary (Acting),
Commissioning & Partnerships 

Position: Director 

Date: 23/02/2026 Date Select date 
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GMC Form 1 Crown for SERVICES (3rd Edition: Version 3.1) – modified by MPP 
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 13854439.2 

Description of Services 

1. Fundraising strategy for the Polyfest Trust

• Provide the Ministry with an update on the implementation of the ASB Polyfest
Fundraising Strategy.  This should include progress on the Sponsorship Model targeting
industry-specific sponsors.

2. Pacific Language Speech Competition

To strengthen and support the sustainability of Pacific languages.

• Market, promote and administer four speech competitions for Cook Islands Māori, Niue,
Tonga and Samoa

(Note: Samoa speech competition will be held during the 2026 Samoa Language Week
celebration from 31 May to 6 June)

• Work closely with the Ministry to provide information on the speech competition and to
ensure the competition is promoted in all forms of media as the “Ministry for Pacific
Peoples Speech Competition”.

• Use sponsorship funding towards the four pacific speech competition including prizes.
The Trust will be consistent with the funding allocation and report back for each language
group.

• The Trust to confirm judges and advise the Ministry for each of the language speech
competition

• The Trust will develop and confirm topics for the speech competition. The speech topics
will be independent of the language week themes.

• Ensure communication for each of the speech winners is maintained to allow the Ministry
to profile each winner on social media platforms and role models for language week.

3. Festival Operations

• Use sponsorship funding for Polyfest ‘day to day’ operational use.

• Sponsorship Package - provision of activation site with 6x3 marquee, daily VIP parking
access and daily entry passes for the festival days.

Reporting requirements 

Provide to the Ministry reporting contact the following. 

• Speech competition - Completion Report

• A final report to the Ministry for Pacific Peoples outlining sponsorship funding use and
additional information.
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1

Laumata Hodgson

From: Fiatele Vaifatu Lokeni
Sent: Wednesday, 29 April 2026 3:24 pm
To: Laumata Hodgson
Subject: IN-CONFIDENCE:Fw: ASB Polyfest - Ministry for Pacific Peoples

IN-CONFIDENCE 

Sulamanaia Fiatele Vaifatu Lokeni (she/her) 
Advisor
Commissioning & Partnerships Northern

Te Puni Kokiri House, 9 Ronwood Ave, Manukau 2104 
PO Box 97-005, South Auckland Mail Centre, Manukau 2240

IN CONFIDENCE 

From: sponsorship@asbpolyfest.co.nz <sponsorship@asbpolyfest.co.nz> 
Sent: Tuesday, 17 February 2026 4:25 pm 
To: Fiatele Vaifatu Lokeni <fiatele.lokeni@mpp.govt.nz>; Carlos Tupu <carlos.tupu@mpp.govt.nz> 
Cc: Stalls@asbpolyfest.co.nz <Stalls@asbpolyfest.co.nz> 
Subject: RE: IN-CONFIDENCE:ASB Polyfest - Ministry for Pacific Peoples  

Malo ‘etau lava Sula and Carlos, 

Below is a link to the 2026 Sponsorship Information Booklet it would provide you with info for 
sponsors. Please note the site map in the document requires updating.  

If the link cannot open, please note my responses to your questions: 
• Passes are available from Monday 16th March 2026 at the Powhiri (in the AM) and at the

Manukau Sports Bowl in the afternoon (after the Powhiri).
• Speech topics have been communicated to schools last term in 2025. I will forward them to

you by week’s end.

OUT OF SCOPE

s9(2)(a)
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• It appears that judges have also been selected back in 2025. Our Komiti Whakahaere/Stage
Co-ordinators invited, engaged and secured judges before Christmas so there was certainty.
We could not wait identify judges a month out from festival time.

• For your stalls location – I see you have already cc-ed , our Stalls Manager so she’s aware
where you would like your spot.

Comms/Media contacts: 
• For  I recommend contacting our Communications Manager Valley at

communications@asbpolyfest.co.nz. I have already advised that that you are coming through
for a conversation.  

Again, it’s always good to see MPP come back to support 2026 Polyfest. We too look forward to 
working together and strengthening true partnership. 

Fa’afetai tele lava 

Ngā mihi | Mālō 

From: Fiatele Vaifatu Lokeni <fiatele.lokeni@mpp.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, 16 February 2026 1:58 pm 
To: sponsorship@asbpolyfest.co.nz; Carlos Tupu <carlos.tupu@mpp.govt.nz> 
Cc: Stalls@asbpolyfest.co.nz 
Subject: IN-CONFIDENCE:ASB Polyfest - Ministry for Pacific Peoples 

IN-CONFIDENCE 

Mālō e lelei Christine, 

It was a pleasure meeting you online this morning. 

As discussed, @Carlos Tupu and I will be your primary points of contact for the Ministry for this year’s Polyfest. 
When you have a moment, could you please provide the following information: 

• The Sponsorship Package details
• Details on where we can collect the passes
• The list of speech topics, along with confirmation on whether these have been distributed to the schools

We are also interested in attending the pōwhiri scheduled for the Monday of event week. We would appreciate 
any further information you can share regarding this. 

We will be nominating one judge per stage, as outlined in the contract, and will send you their contact details 
shortly. 
Additionally, as mentioned during the meeting, we kindly request to remain in the same marquee location as last 
year — the final marquee in the aisle, closest to the roundabout and positioned near the Niue stage. 

My contact details are listed below should you need to reach me. 

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)
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3

Could you also please include  contact details as noted below? 
I look forward to working together and strengthening our partnership. 

Fakaapapa atu, 

Sulamanaia Fiatele Vaifatu Lokeni (she/her) 
Advisor
Commissioning & Partnerships Northern

Te Puni Kokiri House, 9 Ronwood Ave, Manukau 2104 
PO Box 97-005, South Auckland Mail Centre, Manukau 2240

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)
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