
Auckland 

9 Ronwood Ave, Manukau 
PO Box 97005, 
South Auckland Mail Centre 2240 
P: 09 265 3200 

Wellington National Office 

Level 7, 1 Bowen House 
Wellington, 6011 
PO Box 833, Wellington 6143 
P: 04 473 4493 

Christchurch 

Level 1, BNZ Centre 
120 Hereford St 
Private Bag 4741, 
Christchurch 8011 
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5 June 2026 

Tālofa lava  

RESPONSE TO AN OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT REQUEST (REF: DOIA043-2025/26) 

On 30 April 2026, you contacted the Ministry for Pacific Peoples (the Ministry) requesting, under 
the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA), information relating to documents, correspondence, and 
analysis on the impacts of Budget 2025 funding cuts on the Ministry for Pacific Peoples and Pacific 
communities. I have outlined your specific request and my response below. 

RNZ Pacific is requesting the following information under the Official Information Act: 

1. Any and all documents* or correspondence sent to and received by the Minister for Pacific
People's regarding the projected impacts from cuts to the Ministry of Pacific Peoples and its
programmes as part of Budget 2025.

2. Any analysis by the Ministry for Pacific People's regarding the impacts to Pacific communities
in the country from the cuts to the Ministry and its programmes as part of Budget 2025.

In response to question 1, I have appended to this letter the relevant documents and 
correspondence sent to and received by the Minister for Pacific Peoples. These are itemised in 
Appendix A – documents 1, 2 & 4. However, we are withholding in full document 3 titled ‘Letter 
from Honourable Nicola Willis to Honourable Dr Shane Reti’ under section 18(d) of the OIA, as 
the information requested is publicly available. 

In response to question 2, I have appended to this letter the relevant document. This is itemised 
in Appendix A – document 6. 

With regard to documents 1 & 2, some information has been withheld under the OIA, pursuant to 
section 9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons. 

s9(2)(a)
s9(2)(a)
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With regard to document 5, this has been withheld in full under the OIA, pursuant to section 
9(2)(g)(i) to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through free and frank expression of 
opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of an organisation or officers 
and employees of any public service agency or organisation in the course of their duty. 
 
I am satisfied that there are no other public interest considerations that render it desirable to make 
the information withheld under section 9 of the OIA available.   
 
In line with standard OIA practice, the Ministry proactively publishes some responses to OIA 
requests. As such, this letter may be published on the Ministry for Pacific Peoples’ website. Your 
personal details will be removed, and the Ministry will not publish any information that would 
identify you or your organisation. Should you wish to discuss this response with us, please feel 
free to contact the Ministry at: oia requests@mpp.govt.nz 
 
If you are dissatisfied with this response, you have the right, under section 28(3) of the OIA, to 
seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman. Information about how to make a complaint 
is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
 
Ia manuia 
 
 

 
 
 
Danilo Coelho de Almeida 
Acting Deputy Secretary 
Commissioning & Partnerships 
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Reference: MM026-2024/25   PG 2 of 2 

5. Funding for the sole new initiative - $250,000 per annum for Pacific wardens, was led by Te
Puni Kōkiri but fund and commission will be done by the Ministry.

The Ministry has established communication channels 

6. Given the fiscal constraints and anticipated community response, the Ministry does not
recommend hosting Budget Breakfast events in 2025.

7. The Ministry will support the Government’s Budget announcements by disseminating
information through its established communication channels, including the Ministry’s website,
stakeholder newsletters, and responding to queries from the community. A communications
plan is being developed to ensure consistent and timely messaging.

8. In addition, targeted engagements will be undertaken with stakeholders from affected
programmes outlining the rationale for funding changes and providing clarity on the next steps.

9. Work is also underway with your office on an opportunity to announce the new Pacific
Warden’s funding which may help reinforce visibility and alignment with broader Māori and
Pacific outcomes.

Next Steps 

10. Budget 2025 communications and post-Budget engagement will remain a standing item at the
Minister’s weekly officials’ meeting through to the end of June 2025. The Ministry will provide
updates on the implementation of the Communications Plan and feedback from key
stakeholders.

Ministry contact: Danilo Coelho de Almeida, Deputy Secretary – Corporate and Support 
Services, s9(2)(a)
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B25 backpocket information – Toloa, Pacific economic development, and Pacific Financial Capability programmes 
Key messages 

• The Ministry recommends retaining the Toloa Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) Scholarships and community funding programme ($1.22M per annum) due to
its strong alignment with government priorities focused on improving educational outcomes. The programme has medium-to-long-term potential to contribute to economic
growth and innovation and reduce socioeconomic disparities for Pacific peoples by providing higher-skilled employment opportunities in STEM. The risks of stopping or scaling
the programme will impact Pacific students’ ability to enter STEM pathways and, therefore, future STEM job opportunities. Given the programme’s popularity and the high value placed on it by
Pacific communities, any cuts may also negatively impact government relationships with Pacific communities and providers. This programme is crucial for building a skilled STEM workforce
pipeline, driving innovation, and ensuring economic resilience and prosperity for Pacific communities and the New Zealand economy.

• The Ministry recommends retaining the Pacific Economic Development (PED) initiative ($6.14M per annum) due to its strong alignment with government priorities for economic
growth and reducing jobseeker dependency. This initiative has medium-to-long-term potential to grow the Pacific business sector and its resulting contribution to the New
Zealand economy. Continued investment is important as Pacific-owned businesses have a 36% lower survival rate compared to other businesses, and the high Pacific unemployment rate of
9.6% in December 2024, compared to 5.1% for the total population. The risks of stopping or scaling the programme will slow economic progress, reduce job creation and employment
opportunities for Pacific peoples, and risk the benefits of investing in the Pacific business sector that have already been achieved overtime. This initiative is crucial for supporting Pacific
businesses, creating jobs, and ensuring economic growth and sustainability for Pacific communities in New Zealand.

• The Ministry recommends retaining the Pacific Financial Capability Programme (PFC) due to its strong alignment with government priorities for housing and economic growth.
The programme has demonstrated outcomes in increasing financial literacy and home ownership and preventing mortgagee sales. Continued investment is important to support
Pacific families and communities to improve financial literacy, which will support pathways to financial stability and home ownership, and ultimately foster intergenerational wealth creation for
Pacific families in New Zealand.

Document 6

RELEASED UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT 1982










