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The proportion of speakers is decreasing across all 
age groups, but the biggest reduction is among those 
over 60. In 2001 around 3 in 5 Rotumans over 60 could 
speak the language, but it was closer to 2 in 5 in 2023. 
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The proportion of speakers is currently highest 
in the Central region, followed by the Northern 
region but most regions have seen a decrease 
in the proportion of speakers over time.
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The language is being maintained at higher 
rates among Rotumans born overseas than 
those born in New Zealand.
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The proportion of fäeag Rotuam ta  
speakers across the Rotuman 
population* has fluctuated over time.

.

There is no education 
provision for fäeag 

Rotuam ta.  

What does the 2023 Census data tell us about 

in New Zealand? 

*excluding those who do not speak any language e.g. too young to talk.


